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INTRODUCTION 
The Moorestown High School interscholastic athletic program is available to students 

who are interested and sufficiently skilled to participate and compete.  Information in this 
manual has been developed with input from administrators, teachers, coaches, student-athletes 
and parents. 
 
All coaches should be familiar with the contents of this manual, as well as all regulations of the 
New Jersey Interscholastic Athletic Association (NJSIAA), the Burlington County Scholastic 
League (BCSL), and the Moorestown High School student and faculty handbooks.  The 
Moorestown High School coaching staff is encouraged to submit additional items or suggestions 
for inclusion in this manual to the Director of Athletics. 
 

MOORESTOWN HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS 
Interscholastic athletics is an integral part of the overall educational process, which seeks 

to develop the responsible and well-informed member of our society.  Every student in the 
school, either through active participation or spectator interest, should benefit from the 
interscholastic program. 
 
Interscholastic sports are essential for those students who manifest athletic skill.  However, this 
does not imply that the opportunity to try out in these sports shall be denied those students who, 
though less skilled, express a genuine interest in the program at any level.  The interscholastic 
program should cultivate and nourish such attributes as loyalty, unselfishness, self-discipline, 
courtesy, sportsmanship and teamwork. 
 
OBJECTIVES OF PARTICIPATION 

Statement of Objectives 
 a. To provide a positive image of school athletics at Moorestown High School. 
 
b. To strive always for playing excellence that will produce winning teams within the bounds of 
good sportsmanship while enhancing the mental health of student athletes.  
 
c. To ensure growth and development that will increase the number of participants; that will 
enhance a program of maintenance and improvement of athletic facilities.  
 
d. To provide opportunities that will allow the program to serve as a laboratory where students 
may cope with problems and handle situations similar to those encountered under conditions 
prevailing in the contemporary world. The laboratory should provide adequate and natural 
opportunities for:  

1)  Physical, mental and emotional growth and development.  
2)  Acquisition and development of special skills in the sport of each              
             student's choice.  
3)  Development of commitments such as loyalty, cooperation, fair play and other 

desirable social traits.  
4)  Directed leadership and supervision that stresses self-discipline, self-motivation, 

excellence, and the ideals of good sportsmanship that make for winning and 

losing graciously.  
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5)  A focus of interests on sports activities for student body, faculty and community 
that will generate a feeling of unity.  

6)  Achievement of initial goals as set by the school in general and the student as an 
individual.  

7)  Provisions for worthy use of leisure time in later life, either as a  
            participant or spectator.  
8)  Participation by the most skilled that will enable these individuals to expand 

possibilities for future vocational pursuits.  
 
e. To provide a superior program of sport that includes appropriate activities         
    for every participant.  
 
f. To provide an opportunity for students to experience success in those  
     sports that he or she selects.  
 
g. To provide sufficient sports to respond to a wide variety of student interests  
    and abilities.  
 
h. To provide sports which offer the greatest benefits for the greatest number of  
     students.   
 
i. To create a desire to succeed and excel.  
 
j. To provide for the students' worthy use of leisure time now and in the future.  
 
k. To develop high ideals of fairness in all human relationships.  
 
l. To practice self-discipline and emotional maturity in learning to make  
   decisions under pressure.  
 
m. To be socially competent and operate within a set of rules, thus gaining a  
      respect for the rights of others.  
 
n. To develop an understanding of the value of activities in a balanced educational  
    process.  
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Moorestown High School offers the following interscholastic sports: 
  

FALL 
Sport  Level of Competition Sport   Level of Competition  
   BOYS      GIRLS 
 
Cross Country V JV* Fr*  Cross Country V JV* Fr* 
 
Football V JV Fr  Field Hockey  V JV Fr     
 
Soccer  V JV Fr  Soccer   V JV Fr 
 
      Tennis   V JV 
 
      Volleyball  V JV Fr* 
 

WINTER 
   BOYS       GIRLS 
Basketball V JV Fr  Basketball  V JV Fr 
 
Bowling V JV   Bowling  V JV 
 
Indoor Track V JV*   Indoor Track  V JV* 
 
Swimming V JV*   Swimming  V JV*    
 
Wrestling V JV    

 
SPRING 

 
   BOYS      GIRLS 
Baseball V JV Fr  Softball  V JV Fr 
 
Golf   V    Golf    V 
 
Lacrosse V JV Fr  Lacrosse  V JV Fr 
 
Track  V JV*   Track   V JV*  
 
Tennis  V JV 
 
Volleyball V JV 
 
*competes on level when available 
TOTALS:  Boys’ Sports 14  Levels 32   Girls’ Sports  13  Levels 32 
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Student-Athletes’ Responsibilities 
Student-athletes represent the total school community. There is a corresponding responsibility to 
reflect the best possible image for the privilege of such representation.  Personal conduct, 
personal appearance, classroom behavior, as well as general conduct at all activities, in the arena 
of athletics and at social functions, should always exemplify the highest standard of deportment 
and citizenship. To that end, the Board of Education has adopted a Code of Conduct that each 
student-athlete must agree to sign and abide by to be eligible for interscholastic athletics at 
Moorestown High School. 
 
Student-athletes are expected to accept many responsibilities that are an integral part of a 
student-athlete’s life.  These responsibilities are expected of students who are chosen to be a part 
of the Moorestown High School athletic program.  The primary responsibility is to maintain the 
best possible physical and mental condition to be ready to perform at the highest level.  This 
requires a strict adherence to the coaches' and school district’s prescribed training and team rules. 
 
Student-athletes are also responsible for the equipment and supplies, which have been issued as 
part of the tools of each sport.  All equipment must be carefully and safely used.  All uniforms 
and team items must be returned in good condition for the future use by other athletes. 
 
All athletes are expected to attend all practices, games and other scheduled activities of the team.  
Families are reminded that most teams have practices and games scheduled during school 
holidays and on Saturdays.  It is the responsibility of all athletes to attend these events.  Students 
traveling with families during School Board-approved vacation will not be dismissed from a 
team.  These situations should be discussed with the individual coach in advance. Be mindful 
that it is the coach’s decision when the athlete is ready to compete. No mandatory practices are 
scheduled for religious holidays. 
 
A final responsibility, that is considered by athletes as the ultimate of all responsibilities, is the 
responsibility to the coach and teammates for maintaining oneself in such a manner as to be able 
to perform at peak effectiveness at all times and to commit to the time necessary to attend al 
practices, games and events.  Whatever an athlete may do or not do as a team member affects all 
of his/her teammates, coaches, school, community and family. A student-athlete can not take 
lightly the decision and commitment to participate in interscholastic athletics. 

 
Training Rules for Student-Athletes 

Physical conditioning, skill development and character building should rank high in our aims and 
objectives through athletics.  Generally, it is the responsibility of each individual to abide by 
training rules, There are, however, certain basic factors which should be constant for all teams 
and participants in the Moorestown High School athletic program.  Violation of these rules or 
conditions will result in penalties in proportion to the offense. 
 
1. Behavior on buses, in locker rooms, on the practice field and all team activities will be 

excellent.  Athletes are responsible for their own actions. 
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2. The use of tobacco, alcohol and/or controlled substances is not only a direct violation of the 
most basic training rules, but also school district rules and will be dealt with in accordance 
with school district policies. (see BOE Policy) 

 
3. Athletes should exemplify good conduct and citizenship at all times, in class, in school, on 

the team and outside of school. 
 
4. All athletes are required to be present for all practices and games. Excused absences, under 

certain circumstances, are allowed with the permission of the coach and/or Director of 
Athletics.  Practices and games are scheduled for holidays during the school year.  Any 
athletes with unexcused absences will be disciplined accordingly. 

 
5. Any student absent from school may not participate in an activity on that day without the 

approval of the school administration.  A student must be present for at least half of the 
school day to be eligible for after school co-curricular participation. 

 
6. As per the MHS Student-Parent Handbook, any student participating in co-curricular 

activities including, but not limited to athletics, play etc. must dress and participate in 
physical education class to be able to practice and compete in games, contests and shows.  
Failure to dress and participate in physical education class will result in the student being 
ineligible to participate in the extracurricular activity on that day. 

 
COLLEGE PLANNING 

College planning for student-athletes is no different than for any other student.  Student-athletes 
are encouraged to begin college planning as early as possible during high school.  Colleges and 
universities consider scholastic record, class rank, standardized test scores, recommendations and 
co-curricular participation in the admission process.  Early planning is essential to maximize 
one’s position for acceptance to college.  
 
A strong four-year academic program is recommended for the majority of colleges.  Highly 
competitive colleges have special admissions requirements.  This information is available from 
the Moorestown High School Student Counseling Department. As a general guideline, families 
should start actively looking for specific colleges in the student’s junior year.  Our Student 
Counseling Department provides information regarding the timetable for taking standardized 
tests related to college admission. 
 
Athletic scholarships from various colleges and universities are offered to student-athletes who 
excel in athletics and/or academics.  Solely the coaching staff of the college offering such 
assistance judges the talent and future athletic potential of a student-athlete. Each student-athlete 
and their parents/guardian are encouraged to attend the Athletic Department's "Athletic 
Education Night"  to explore in more detail the recruiting process. Student Athletes should watch 
for announcements on the athletic web page for the date, time and place of this informative 
presentation. 
 
The high school coaching staff does assist this process by providing requested information and 
personal recommendations based on their professional knowledge of our athletes.  High school 
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coaches do not “get” the scholarships for their athletes.  The athlete must satisfy criteria 
established for such grants.  Outstanding athletes with strong academic performance will have an 
advantage in the scholarship process.  It must be stressed, however, that the philosophical intent 
of the Moorestown High School Athletic Department is not to guarantee college athletic 
scholarships to its participants.  There are too many variables that can not be controlled by the 
high school coach.  The Athletic Department does take great pride in the achievements of its 
student-athletes and the coaching staff makes every effort to assist students in receiving financial 
aid.  
 
Any student athlete who desires to play at the NCAA Division 1 or 2 levels should access 
www.corecoursegpa.com via the athletic web page. There on this free site you can build your 
own academic profile to track your eligibility for NCAA scholarships. Please see your guidance 
counselor or the Director of Athletics for further information. 
 
Too many students are placed under great and unfair pressure to succeed as athletes solely for the 
purpose of receiving a very rare college athletic scholarship.  They most often fail to realize this 
goal, and at the same time, miss out on fully enjoying the many positive outcomes cited in the 
philosophy and goals of the Moorestown High School Athletic Department. 
 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
The Principal of Moorestown High School, as per NJSIAA regulations, is responsible for the 
administration of the athletic program. The Director of Athletics and Student Activities and all 
coaches are directly responsible to the Principal. 
 
Coaches are recommended by the Principal to the Superintendent of Schools and are appointed 
by the Board of Education.  All co-curricular positions are appointed on an annual basis.  All 
coaches receive a written performance evaluation performed by the Director of Athletics and 
Student Activities. 
 

1. ELIGIBILITY – Eligibility rules, as set by the New Jersey State Interscholastic 
Athletic Association, apply to all students in grades 9 – 12.  The regulations for 
athletic eligibility appear in the NJSIAA handbook, from which the following items 
are taken.  Eligibility regulations are not limited to these items. 

 
A. The building principal is responsible for the implementation of the eligibility policy. 
 
B. A student may not have reached the age of 19 prior to September 1. 
 
C. Eleventh & twelth students are eligible during the first semester if the student has 

passed 25% of the credits required by the state of New Jersey for graduation, during 
the immediately preceding academic year, i.e. 27.5 credits.  Such students are eligible 
for the second semester, if the student has passed 13.75 credits by Feb 1st of the year in 
question. Tenth grade students are eligible for fall and winter seasons is they passed 30 
credits in the previous school year. Ninth grade students are immediately eligible for 
fall and winter seasons.  Ninth & tenth grade students are eligible for spring sports if 
they have passed 15 credits by Feb 1st of the year in question.  
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Full year courses shall be equated as one half of the total credits to be gained for the full year to 
determine credits passed during the immediately preceding semester. 
 
D. Students may participate in athletics for 8 consecutive semesters following the student’s 

enrollment in ninth grade. 
 
E. Students may not participate before ninth grade in any games or practices on the high school 

level. However, if a student turns 16 in the 7th or 8th grade they are eligible for sub-varsity 
competition and should notify the Director of Athletics immediately if they wish to play high 
school sports. 

 
F. Waivers to the NJSIAA eligibility regulations may be granted with the request of the 

building principal and the subsequent permission of the NJSIAA Eligibility Appeals 
Committee.  Special consideration is also rendered to classified students consistent with 
NJSIAA guidelines. 

 
G. As per Moorestown High School regulations, a student who is absent from school is not 

permitted to participate in after school activities on that date.  If the absence from school has 
been approved by the building principal or designee, the student may be declared eligible to 
participate. 

 
H. Any student suspended from school is not permitted to participate until the suspension has 

been served.  A suspension has been served at the end of the academic day.  Even if a student 
has served his/her suspension from school, it is still the coach’s prerogative to decide 
whether it is the best interest of the player and/or team for the student to participate on that 
day. A coach may enforce additional penalties for violation of team rules that have been pre-
approved by the Director of Athletics and presented to the team members before the outset of 
their respective season. 

 
II. PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS 
A. Physical examinations are a requirement to participate in our sports programs. The physical 

examination is to be administered by the student-athlete's family doctor.  If a student-athlete 
does not have a family doctor, a sports physical exam may be scheduled by the school nurse 
in coordination with the school doctor and the Director of Athletics on the predetermined 
physical exam days. 

B. Any student who has a physical examination by a family physician must use the school 
district-approved physical exam form.  This exam must then be approved by the school 
doctor.  The completed form must be on file in the nurse’s office.  

C. No student may participate in any sports activity unless the following paper work is 
completed for each season: 

1. a physical exam has been completed and on file 
2. a Health History Update Form 
3. the Emergency Contact Form 
4. a signed Advised Consent form 
5. a signed NJSIAA Drug Testing form 
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6. a signed Impact Test form 
7. Cardiac & Concussion sign-off of awareness form 

D. All injuries must be reported to the Athletic Trainer or nurse.  The Athletic Trainer or nurse 
will determine if the injury is serious enough to warrant a doctor’s attention. 

E. If a student is injured and must be taken to the hospital, a coach or designee must accompany 
the athlete.   

F. A student who has visited a doctor for an injury may only begin to compete again with a note 
of safe clearance by a physician. 

 
III. EQUIPMENT 
A. The Director of Athletics is responsible for the procurement, repair and reconditioning of 

equipment.  Coaches may not order any equipment for payment by the school district. 
B. Equipment managers are responsible for the storage and inventory of equipment.  Equipment 

managers will distribute and collect equipment in coordination with the coaches. The 
equipment managers and coaches will decide on the dates for the distribution and collection 
of equipment. 

C. The coach is responsible for all equipment issued to his/her athletes.  The coach must keep a 
list of the names of students with missing equipment and the items that are missing.  After a 
reasonable attempt to collect the missing items, including but not limited to calling the 
athlete’s parent/guardian, the coach must give the equipment manager a list of all missing 
team equipment and the responsible student(s). 

D. Students are responsible for all equipment issued them.  All equipment/uniform switches 
should be done through the coach and equipment manager. Any student who switches 
equipment with another athlete, without the knowledge of the equipment manager, is 
responsible for the originally-issued equipment. 

E. Students who have equipment debts will not be eligible for post-season award certificates 
and letters.  Students with equipment debts may not try out and practice with a team in the 
next season until the debt is satisfied. 

F. Coaches must check all equipment and facilities to insure the safety of all participants. 
G. As a matter of safety and facility maintenance, athletes may not wear spikes or cleats in the 

building. 
H. Students may be given equipment only as defined in the NJSIAA handbook.  Students 

wishing to use equipment over the summer recess must have the permission of the coach and 
the Director of Athletics.  The parent/guardian of the student must complete and sign the 
proper form available in the Athletic Office.  No equipment is allowed to be distributed 
during the out-of-season period as defined by the NJSIAA. 

 
IV. ATHLETIC PRACTICES 
A. All aspects of practices and games, including transportation to and from the event, must be 

supervised by Board of Education appointed personnel. 
B. The scheduling of practice locations is to be approved by the Director of Athletics.  

Decisions regarding field usage will be determined by the Director of Athletics and the 
Building Principal with input from the head coach. 

C. Practices on Sundays or religious holidays may be approved under special circumstances 
with the recommendation of the building Principal and the approval of the Superintendent of 
schools. If permission is granted for a practice on a Sunday or religious holiday, that practice 
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must be voluntary for all athletes on the team.  No new skills may be taught that would put 
absent athletes at a disadvantage. 

D. Practices on weekends and on school holidays must be scheduled in advance with the 
Director of Athletics.  When possible, these practices must be scheduled in the morning, 
since the custodial staff may not have evening hours. 

E. If school is closed for inclement weather, all games, practices, events are cancelled.  
Practices may not be held without the permission of the Director of Athletics.  Coaches may 
not schedule practices at non-school sites without the permission of the Director of Athletics.  
Every effort will be made to allow practices if weather conditions change for the better and 
the forecast is for further improvement of the weather.  The decision to allow practices will 
be made by the Building Principal after discussion with the Director of Athletics, the 
Director of Building and Grounds and the Superintendent of Schools.  The safety of all 
participants is the primary concern. 

F. Athletic practices may not begin before 2:40 without the permission of the building principal.  
G. “Captains’ Practices” are not sanctioned by the school district.  All school-sanctioned 

practices are supervised by a board- approved coach. 
 
V. ATHLETIC SCHEDULES 
A. The appropriate league or conference in accordance with their constitution and the NJSIAA 

regulations arranges regularly scheduled league games. Schedules are usually for a 2-year 
duration. 

B. The Athletic Directors of the schools involved contract non-league games and scrimmages.  
Varsity coaches should make suggestions relative to the scheduling of scrimmages and non-
league games at the end of each season. 

C. Head coaches are responsible for informing the Director of Athletics of any conflicts or 
omissions in the game schedule.  Athletic schedules must compliment, whenever possible, 
the school and events calendar of Moorestown High School. 

D. All games and scrimmages must have the final approval of the Building Principal who will 
report to the Superintendent of Schools.  All schedules must be approved by the Board of 
Education. 

E. The Building Principal, upon consultation with the Director of Athletics, will determine 
postponements and cancellations for all athletic events.  Postponed games will be played on 
the next date available to both teams, unless both schools agree upon another date.  

F. Daily schedules can be heard on extension 22156. All season schedules, results and daily 
schedules can be seen on www.rschooltoday.com. Or you can reach the site by accessing the 
high school web site athletics page and clicking on the desired team and level for a link to 
their respective schedule.  

 
VI. TRANSPORTATION 
A. The Director of Athletics will schedule team busses and insure that student-athletes are 

supervised by Board of Education–approved personnel. 
B. Student behavior on busses will be excellent.  Discipline on the bus is solely the 

responsibility of the coach(es) in charge.  All regulations for bus safety must be maintained.  
Use of district busses is a privilege which can be revoked. 

C. All team members must travel to and from a team competition on the school bus.  An athlete 
may be transported home from a team competition by a parent/guardian.  The request must 
be made in writing and approved by the coach and the Director of Athletics in advance. 
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D. Transportation of a student to or from an athletic event by adults other than the 
parent/guardian requires the following: 

1. A written request from the parent/guardian stating the names of the adult(s) and 
giving permission for this to occur. 

2. A written note from the adult providing the transportation and indicating his/her   
acceptance of full responsibility and liability. 

3. The approval of the above by the Building Principal or Director of Athletics. 
Waiver forms can be picked-up in the Athletic Office or from your coach. 

E. Coaches are responsible for checking attendance on busses both to and from an event. 
F. Coaches are responsible for the correct driving directions to away events. 
G. Coaches must read the monthly bus/event schedule for their sport and report any omissions 

or errors to the Director of Athletics. 
H. Coaches must report any bus problems to the Director of Athletics. 
I. Coaches are encouraged NOT to transport students in their cars.  If a coach would like to 

provide transportation for a student, the coach must register with Central Office.  Forms for 
providing private transportation of students are available in the transportation office. 

 
VII. ATHLETIC AWARDS 
A. An athlete must complete the season to be eligible for an award. 
B. An athlete may receive one award per sport per season unless a member of one non-contact 

sport and one regular as listed by the NJSIAA.   
C. A varsity athlete shall receive only one chenille “M” cloth award.  Upon earning additional 

awards, the athlete will receive the appropriate certificate(s) and service pin(s). 
D. SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

a) seniors who have not met award criteria, may receive a varsity award with the 
recommendation of the head coach and the approval of the Director of Athletics. 

b) in certain special cases (illness, injury etc.), a varsity coach may recommend an award for 
an athlete who has not met the usual criteria.  This requires the approval of the Director 
of Athletics. 

E. The awards are: 
Freshmen  certificate 
Junior Varsity  certificate 
Varsity   Varsity Letter, certificate and pin 
    

VIII. MOORESTOWN HIGH SCHOOL VARSITY AWARDS CRITERIA 
 

Football  An athlete must play in half of the quarters of the season schedule*. 
 

Soccer   An athlete must play in half of the halves of the season schedule. 
 

Cross Country  A runner must score in half of the meets or qualify as a member of  
the team that runs in the state sectional meet. 
 

Field Hockey  An athlete must play in half of the halves of the season schedule. 
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Tennis An athlete must play in at least two varsity matches and be with the team 
for major varsity matches, including the state finals. 

 
Volleyball  An athlete must play in half of the scheduled games. 
 
Wrestling  An athlete must wrestle in half of the matches of the season schedule. 
 
Basketball  An athlete must play in half of the quarters of the season schedule. 
 
Swimming An athlete must participate in at least half of the scheduled meets at the 

first or second relay or individual event level. All athletes must participate 
in all meets for which they have qualified, through the end of the season. 

 
Bowling  An athlete must bowl in half of the scheduled varsity matches. 
 
Indoor Track An athlete must participate in half of the meets and achieve minimum 

qualification standards in their specific event.  
 
Baseball An athlete must play in half of the scheduled games. 
 
Softball An athlete must play in half of the scheduled games. 
 
Track An athlete must score an average of one point per meet or score in half of 

the meets. 
 
Golf An athlete must play in half of the scheduled matches or score in at least 

two matches. To score, the athlete must win two matches, if match play is 
used or be one of the top four players if medal play is used. 

 
Lacrosse An athlete must play in half of the halves of the season schedule. 
 
* The schedule is defined as all games to the end of the season including tournaments and 
playoffs but not preseason scrimmages. 
 
IX. SPORTSMANSHIP 

A. Sportsmanship involves fair and honest play with a graceful acceptance of  
the outcome of a contest. Sportsmanship is one of the cornerstones of the Moorestown High 
School Interscholastic Athletic Program.  Competition should involve a strong but friendly 
rivalry and not an atmosphere of confrontation.  Coaches, athletes and fans must set the 
example of winning without boasting and losing without bitterness.  The success of a 
program can sometimes be measured by the respect earned from its opponents.  It is 
imperative that our teams, coaches, players, and fans enhance and maintain the principles, 
integrity and dignity of the Moorestown Township Public School District. 

 
B. Positive spectator participation is an important part of Moorestown High School athletics.  

Spectators should always be mindful that the competing athletes are high school students.  
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They are friendly rivals from opposing schools.  They are not enemies, but allies.  They and 
their coaches spend many long hours preparing for each competition.  The visiting team and 
their fans are guests of our school district. The officials have been assigned to administer the 
rules of the sport.  Their training, experience and integrity qualify them to be a part of our 
athletic competitions.  Our spectator enthusiasm at an event should reflect that. 

 
C. Fans are not permitted on the playing field or in restricted areas on the sidelines. At indoor 

events, fans may not sit on the team bench.  At stadium events, fans must remain behind the 
restraining fence.  The main spectator stands are for Moorestown spectators.  Visitors should 
sit in the stands on the opposite side of the field.  Parents and fans should refrain from 
interacting with members of a team during a competition.   

 
X. CHEERLEADERS 
Cheerleaders should always cheer in a positive manner using cheers that are used to boost their 
own team without antagonizing their opponent.  Cheerleaders are to make a positive contribution 
to good spectator reaction at an athletic event and to enhance good relations between opposing 
supporters.  
 
Remaining silent when the opposing team shoots a free throw or during one of their organized 
cheers, applauding for an injured opponent when leaving a competition and leading welcome 
cheers make positive contributions to good spectator reactions and create good relations and 
good sportsmanship between schools.  Negative fan comments should be immediately greeted by 
a “waving off” motion by the cheerleaders. 
 
Cheerleaders can be as important to positive spectator behavior as the coach is to his/her team.   
 
XI. SEXUAL HARASSMENT, RACIAL OR RELIGIOUS TORMENT, HAZING 
(This passage taken from the MHS Student/Parent Handbook)  

Hazing, Harassment and Bullying of Another Student  
If a student(s) is determined by the administration to have violated the rights of another or created a hostile environment 
they will be subject to disciplinary action as a D level offense with parent notification and referral to the I&RS committee 
and Affirmative Action Officer.  All students involved in these types of incidents will be required to have a student-parent-
administrator re-entry conference following the suspension. 
 
Hazing (Board of Education File Codes 5512)  is the performance of any act or the coercion of another to perform any act 
of initiation into any class, team or organization that causes or creates a substantial risk of causing mental or physical 
harm.  Permission, consent, or assumption of risk by an individual subjected to hazing shall not lessen the prohibitions 
contained in this policy. 
 
Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying (Board of Education File Codes 5512.01)  is any gesture, written, verbal or physical 
act that takes place on school property, at any school-sponsored function or on a school bus that: 

• Is motivated by any actual or perceived characteristic, such as race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, 
gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, or a mental, physical or sensory disability; or 

• By any other distinguishing characteristic; and 
• A reasonable person should know, under the circumstances, that the act(s) will have the effect of harming a pupil 

or damaging the pupil’s property, or placing a pupil in reasonable fear of harm to his/her person or damage to 
his/her property; or 

• Has the effect of insulting or demeaning any pupil or group of pupils in such a way as to cause substantial 
disruption in, or substantial interference with, the orderly operation of the school. 
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• Acts of harassment, intimidation or bullying may also be a pupil exercising power and control over another pupil, 
in either isolated incidents (e.g. intimidation, harassment) or patterns of harassing or intimidating behavior (e.g. 
bullying). 

 
“Cyber-Bullying” (Board of Education File Codes 5512.02)is the use of electronic information and communication devices, 
to include but not be limited to , e-mail messages, instant messaging, text messaging, cellular telephone communications, 
internet blogs, internet chat rooms, internet postings, posts to social networking sites, and defamatory websites, that: 

• Deliberately threatens, harasses, intimidates an individual or group of individuals; or 
• Places an individual in reasonable fear of harm to the individual or damage to the individual’s property; or 
• Has the effect of substantially disrupting the orderly operation of the school 

 
Sexual Harassment (Board of Education File Codes 5751)  The Board of Education will not tolerate sexual harassment of 
pupils by school employees, other pupils, or third parties.  School district staff will investigate and resolve allegations of 
sexual harassment of pupils engaged in by school employees, other pupils (peers), or third parties.  Sexual harassment 
includes, but is not limited to unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors or other verbal, nonverbal or 
physical conduct of a sexual nature by an employee, by another pupil, or by a third party, that is sufficiently severe, 
persistent, or pervasive to limit a pupil’s ability to participate in or benefit from an educational program or activity, or to 
create a hostile or abusive educational environment. 

 
XII. INTERNET/STUDENT PRIVACY 
No photos, information or other data concerning a Moorestown High School student may be put 
on the internet without a signed permission form by the parent/guardian of the student. (see 
appendix)  
 

TEAM CONSIDERATIONS 
I. ATHLETIC SEASONS 
A. Sports seasons will begin and end in accordance with the regulations of the NJSIAA and the      
      BCSL.  The starting dates of the athletic seasons are: 

 
FALL   - late August (date determined by the NJSIAA) 
WINTER  - Swimming, Bowling - November 15 
        -  For all others, the day after Thanksgiving 
SPRING  - First Friday in March  

B. Since there may be overlapping of seasons for athletes on teams participating in the NJSIAA 
playoffs, athletes will complete one season prior to beginning the next.  No athlete may be 
disciplined for missing practices due to participation in the tournament schedule of his 
present team.  

C. A student-athlete participating in one sport may not quit that sport and try out for another in-
season sport unless all responsibilities are met, has discussed this move with each coach and 
has the approval of the Director of Athletics.  

D. A coach should not attempt to recruit a student-athlete from another in-season sport.  The 
individual athlete should only motivate a change of sports. 

 
II. SQUAD REDUCTIONS 
A. Although it is a desire of Moorestown High School to provide all students with every 

opportunity to develop to their maximum potential, it is sometimes necessary on athletic 
teams to trim rosters in the best interest of the team and the individual. 

B. It is ultimately the decision of the head coach to decide on the participants at all levels of a 
program. 
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C. The following guidelines are used in decisions on squad reduction: 
1. An athlete is given at least five practice sessions from the first day of scheduled team 

practices to display ability in the sport. 
2. Coaches on all levels (varsity, junior varsity and freshmen) participate in the 

evaluation process 
3. It is unfair to carry an athlete on a team who has little chance of playing. 
4. An athlete who has been cut from a team is told privately by the coach. 
5. The coach explains to the athlete what his/her shortcomings are and what he/she 

should work on for improvement. 
6. The athlete should be encouraged to try out immediately for a team with unlimited 

participation.   
7. Before cuts are made coaches must clear the process with the Director of Athletics.  

 
III. PLAYER-PARENT-COACH RELATIONSHIPS 
We stress the need for coaches to communicate with their players and parents early and often. 
Those topics that parents should expect communication from the coach would include: 

1. Goals and beliefs of the coach and school 
2. What staff members will be working directly with your child 
3. Expectations the coach has for your child as well as other team members 
4. Locations and times of practices, contest, transportation and team functions. 
5. Team requirements (such as special equipment, off season programs and team rules). 
6. Procedures to follow when your child is injured or ill at practice or at any contest. 
7. Disciplinary procedures that may result in the denial of your child’s participation. 

 
Communication is a two way street. Just as parents should expect communication form the 
coach, the coach should expect certain levels of communication from the parent. Typical topics 
for discussions and methods that should be expected from the parent should include: 

1. any concern about the welfare of your child should go directly to the coach. 
2. Notification of any schedule conflicts should be done in advance (when possible). 
3. Family concerns that may have an impact on the child and subsequent participation. 

 
As your child becomes involved in interscholastic athletic programs, he or she will experience 
some of their greatest and most rewarding moments, Learning will occur outside the classroom 
that will last for a  lifetime. But there will also be some moments that are less than pleasant for 
parents and athletes.  At these times it maybe necessary for meetings to occur away from the 
competitive environment. Coaches should encourage athletes to speak directly with a member of 
the coaching staff. When meetings between the coach and athlete do not reach a satisfactory 
conclusion, it might become necessary for a meeting between the coach and the parent.. The 
guidelines set for the meetings between the coach and the parent include certain discussions 
points that ate appropriate for discussion. These items typically include: 

1. The treatment of your child physically and/or emotionally 
2. Ideas for improvement in the performance of the athlete as seen from the eyes of 

the coaching staff. 
3. Concerns about behavior of the athlete (on and off the field) socially and/or 

academically. 
4. Family concerns that could affect athletic participation.  
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Other items should never be discussed with a coach. Topics should be left to the discretion if the 
coaching staff. Topics that should not be discussed with the coach at any time would include: 

1. playing time 
2. team strategy 
3. play calling 
4. line-ups 
5. substitutions 
6. other team members 
7. other parents 
8. past teams and or athletes 

 
BE MINDFUL THAT: 
The coach is present for all practices and games.  He/she supervises the athletes in the locker 
room, on the bus and at all other team functions. The coach knows that player attitude, 
attendance and other intangibles may be more important than talent to the success of a team.  It is 
important that the parent/guardian is aware of all the factors that influence a coach’s decision 
before rushing to a judgment  about their son/daughter’s situation on a team. 
 
It is not appropriate to approach the coach immediately before or after a game or practice and 
after a team function to demand a meeting.  The coach has a primary responsibility to his/her 
team at that time. These are typically very busy times for a coach. 
 
IV. DISCONTINUED PARTICIPATION 
An athlete who quits a team has the responsibility to personally inform the coach of the decision.  
An athlete who quits a team is responsible for cleaning out his/her team locker and returning all 
school equipment.  Any missing equipment is the responsibility of the student. 
 
V. FUNDRAISERS 
Any team fundraisers will be done according to district policy. 
 
VI. SECURITY 
Students must assume responsibility for securing all belongings in a locked locker.  It is not 
always possible to lock all doors to the locker rooms.  Any valuable belongings (jewelry, cash 
etc.) should be given to the coach or Athletic Trainer. 
 
VII. DISQUALIFICATIONS 
A. As per NJSIAA Rule 2 Program Regulations- Note 4, an athlete who has been disqualified 

from a competition for unsportsmanlike conduct etc. misses not only the rest of that contest 
but also the next two scheduled competitions. For football the disqualification is for one 
additional game due to the minimum number of scheduled games.  That athlete may not be in 
attendance in any capacity at those two subsequent games. Any athlete disqualified must 
complete a student-athlete summary questionnaire issued by the athletic department and meet 
with the Director of Athletics before returning to competition. 

B. As per NJSIAA Rule 2 Program Regulations Note 4 –CL 1, NO appeals will be honored 
from the player, coach, official or any other party. 
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C. As per NJSIAA Rule 2 Program Regulations Note 4 –CL 4, d.- any player/coach disqualified 
a second time in a single or multiple sports will the penalty doubled. Disqualifications will 
count for 365 days from the date of the first disqualification. 

D. As per NJSIAA Rule 2 Program Regulations Note 4 –CL 4, e. – any player with two or more 
disqualifications in the current season, prior to the start of the NJSIAA tournament, will be 
ineligible to compete in said tournament. 

E. As per NJSIAA Rule 2 Program Regulations Note 4 –CL 4, g. – Single/multiple sports – on 
the third offense; players disqualified will be suspended indefinitely, and must apply in 
writing, to the NJSIAA through the office of their Principal for re-instatement.   
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